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What is a 
Bathing 
Water?

• A bathing water is defined as: a surface water area where 

many people are expected to bathe. They must meet quite 

strict criteria relating to access, amenities and signage 

informing the public about the bathing water.

• We now have 21 bathing sites in Yorkshire, 3 inland riverine 

and 18 coastal.

• These are monitored by the Environment Agency for water 

quality with periodic sampling from May to September each 

year.
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Current 
location of 
Yorkshire 
Bathing 
Waters

Locations and sample 
data can be found at the 
Swimfo website

https://environment.data
.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/
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How they are 
managed by 
Yorkshire 
Water.

• 4 Bathing Water Managers in role each with specific focuses 

to be more targeted.

• 2 ways of understanding how we work.

• Monitoring current performance and working with operations 

to address any issues.

• Informing and driving strategic investments for long term 

improvements in performance.
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Partners • Partnership working is essential for improving bathing waters.

• Need a collaborative and joined up approach to make lasting 

difference in the area, whilst we have a big part to play, it is 

not just water companies that have an impact on designated 

bathing waters.



Ilkley STW
Integrated Constructed Wetland Proposal
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Preferred solution - Draft GA
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Ilkley WasteWater Treatment Works
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An integrated solution has been developed to meet the Bathing Water and Environment Act drivers within the Ilkley drainage catchment (BW_IMP1, 
BW_IMP4 and EnvAct_IMP3). An increase in FFT is proposed at Ilkley STW to enable stored flows within the upstream catchment to drain down and return 
to treatment as soon as reasonably practicable. All flows entering the increased FFT process will be screened and primary settled. Flows up to existing FFT 
will remain through the conventional process. A continual base flow, plus flows from 114 l/s to 300 l/s will enter the aerated rushbed for secondary 
treatment. 

The scheme is onsite commencing enabling works and is scheduled to complete by 31/03/26.  

Aerated rushbed designed to meet 
UWWTR ‘treated discharge’ standard

FPF increased in part 
to empty collection 
system storage 
increase from 168 l/PE 
to 1167 l/PE (x7) 

Rushbed will receive 20% of all flows and 60% of 
peak flows. The Rushbed will operate on 60% of 
days and will run at max flow 7% of time.
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Combined Primary Treatment
Stepped Secondary Treatment

 (Low flow < 114 l/s High Flow >114 l/s)
Tertiary / Pathogen 
‘tertiary’ Treatment

D
ICW provides Tertiary 
and Pathogen 
Treatment to all flows
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What can you 
do?

• Bin it, don’t block it. Remember the 3 P’s. Pee, Poor and Paper.

• Surface Water Separation, primarily for new developments.

• SUDs (Sustainable Urban Drainage Solutions) – water butts, 

planter beds, avoiding tarmacking.

• Misconnections.

• Encourage others!
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